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its coverage of Asia and its arts. Rather, CHoAA encourages creaCve approaches to addressing the chapter themes 
that are aLenCve to specific geographies and histories, but also to connecCvity across cultural constellaCons. 
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Beginning roughly with the birth of Mohammad (570) and the reunificaCon of China under the Sui (581), Volume 2 
encompasses the collapse of the Sassanians, the rise of Islam, the peak of the ByzanCne empire, and the spread of 
Central Asian trade under the Sogdians. The spread and establishment of Islam in Iran, Central and South Asia, and 
from there into China and Southeast Asia, introduces new networks from the Mediterranean to the Indian and 
Pacific oceans. The heights of Khmer culture in Southeast Asia mark the greatest urban development in the world 
to date. The transcultural cosmopolitanism of the Sui-Tang dynasCes, centred at Chang’an, and of Abbasid 
Baghdad, the spread of the Seljuks from the central Asian steppe into South and West Asia, the cultural 
fluorescence of Heian Japan and Song China fall within this period. 
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Volume 3 is shaped primarily by the a^ermath of Mongol conquest of Eurasia, extending from Genghis Khan (r. 
1206–1227) to the fall of the Timurids. The Great Mongol State facilitated cultural, economic, and poliCcal 
connecCvity from Dadu to Crimea, as exemplified, for instance, by the development of blue-and-white ceramics, 
the first ‘global brand’. The period also includes the great architectural and urban developments of the Ilkhanid and 
Mamluk West Asia, the Delhi Sultanates, Timurids in Central Asia, and the Muromachi shogunate in Japan. The 
Great Ming dynasty is divided here, seeing the 15th 
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its centre. War, both hot and cold, and its traumaCc a^ermaths; poliCcal movements, from communism to 
democracy to theocracy; the rise of ‘the Asian Century’ and digital globalizaCon; and art and acCvism all fall within 
this expansive conclusion to the series. 
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Each volume will consist of eight themaCc chapters, which remain consistent across all volumes, in addiCon to a 
volume introducCon. The chapters are not intended to be comprehensive treatments of the subject across all of 
Asia during the Cme period of the volume. Rather, we seek contribuCons that explore the theme through a 
combinaCon of local depth and trans-Asian perspecCve, while considering how the theme finds expression within 
the larger narraCves of the volume’s Cme period. 
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Urbanism, urbanity, urbaneness: This chapter understands the construcCon of built environments as poliCcal and 
social acCons, including religious, cultural, and civic environments, 




